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Sports have always been more than just entertainment; they are a symbol of  national pride and unity, 
a platform for diplomacy, and a showcase for the talents and aspirations of  nations. In the African 
continent, football is perhaps the most significant sport, and the African Cup of  Nations (AFCON) 
serves as the pinnacle of  this shared passion. However, the recent controversy surrounding 
Nigeria's withdrawal from the scheduled 2025 Africa Cup of  Nations (AFCON) qualifier against 
Libya has raised significant legal and ethical questions. The Libyan Football Federation (LFF) has 
threatened legal action against the Nigerian Football Federation (NFF) after Nigeria cited safety 
concerns due to being stranded at Al Abaq Airport for over 13 hours. This situation, where players 
faced severe delays without basic amenities, was publicly criticized by Super Eagles Captain, William 
Troost-Ekong and the general public, who suggested that the delay was intentional, highlighting 
serious welfare considerations. 

The Regulations of  the African Cup of  Nations which is the framework governing international 
football, established by FIFA and the Confederation of  African Football (CAF), imposes 
responsibilities on host countries to ensure the safety of  visiting teams. The LFF's claims regarding 
the organization of  the match will depend on whether the NFF can substantiate its allegations of  
unsafe conditions. If  the NFF demonstrates that its withdrawal was necessary for player safety, it 
may argue that it acted within FIFA guidelines. Conversely, the LFF may claim that Nigeria’s 
withdrawal constitutes a breach of  contract, as both teams had a binding obligation to compete. 
This highlights the need for the legal ramifications of  non-compliance. However, LFF seemed to 
have been in violation of  Article 24 of  the Regulations which stipulates the minimum conditions to 
be met by the hosting team. The responsibilities of  FIFA and CAF in mediating disputes between 
national federations are vital. These bodies must ensure compliance with safety protocols and 
facilitate effective communication during crises to maintain the integrity of  international football. 
Their intervention could be instrumental in resolving this dispute amicably.

This incident underscores the complexities of  organizing international matches, particularly in 
regions with political instability. It calls for better logistical frameworks and communication between 
federations to ensure player safety and support.

In summary, the conflict between the LFF and NFF over the AFCON qualifier exemplifies the 
intricate legal, ethical, and logistical challenges facing international sports. It is pertinent to mention 
that the resolution of  this dispute will likely set a precedent for handling similar conflicts in the 
future. It reinforces the importance of  cooperation and prioritizing player welfare, ultimately aiming 
to uphold the integrity of  international football.

https:algroup.com/


